In 1973, an experiment was conducted
with the question: “What makes you more
or less compassionate?” Is it the
circumstances, and if so, which ones? Or
is it more a matter of character? Could
there be a religious motivation behind it?

| found this to be an interesting question
because don’t we all want to be like the
“Good Samaritan”? And isn’t there a
challenge for all of us in the concluding
words of Jesus in Luke 10:25: “Go and
do likewise”? The core and conclusion of
the experiment: The extent to which you
have time and other obligations largely
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determines whether you show
compassion or not. It’s not exactly “rocket
science,” but in my own words, it boils
down to whether you are available: Do
you have the attention and time to notice
the needs of others?

SO: DO YOU HAVE TIME, AND ARE
YOU AVAILABLE?

For us, this was a moment to reflect: Do |
truly see the people around me, or am |
just rushing from meeting to meeting? Do
| take the time to walk alongside someone
who simply needs to share their story? Do
| listen attentively, or is my mind
preoccupied with my to-do list? Can |
bring myself to truly be present, to
genuinely feel moved by a situation, to cry
with someone, even when | don’t have
the solution?

Am | a “Good Samaritan”? | want to be!
So | make adjustments to my schedule,

allow my meetings to run longer, and try
to have meaningful conversations when
someone asks, “How are you?” | often
end my interactions with prayer—looking
upward together.

This, by the way, has a lot to do with
discipleship. Looking upward together to
Jesus, the Master. Following His example
and viewing situations around me from
His perspective. This is how | strive to
follow Jesus.

That’s what we wish for you as well. Enjoy
this letter. There is so much to share
about the wonderful things God is doing.
Join us in gratitude, pray with us, and
perhaps there is something here that you
can take into your own life—within your
community, at school, at work, or in your
church. Enjoy!

P.S. Would you like to read the calendar page for
yourself? Let us know!

This News is sent out about 4 times a year in order to inform you well about the things that
are happening in our lives and enables you to pray with us. Feel free to forward this letter to

others.

You can subscribe or unsubscribe via our website www.2followus.com On our website you
will also find more information and our BLOG. If you have any questions please ask us!



http://www.2followus.com

OUR FAMILY

With great gratitude, we write that we
are doing well. Joy, Micha, and Amy are
thriving at school and are already
halfway through the year. For Amy, this
is particularly special as she is
completing her final year of primary
school, marking the end of an era for
both her and us as a family. Together
with the kids, we’re exploring their next
steps in education: we visited several
secondary schools with Amy, Joy is
looking into conservatories and
universities, and Micha is making his

profile choices this year. Please pray that

each of them will find a place that fits

who they are and the plans the Lord has

for them. Talitha and | are enjoying each
other’s company —partners, colleagues,
and friends. We’re grateful to walk this
journey together, serving side by side
and complementing one another.

As a family, we want to show the Lord’s
love in our neighborhood. Some time
ago, we started a neighborhood app
with friends, and we’ve seen how it has
fostered connection in our community.
Through coffee moments, neighbor
days, lending a hand with projects,
borrowing a ladder, or hosting a light
walk, we’re getting to know people
better. This has included caring for our
seriously ill neighbor and his wife a few
houses away or experiencing a deeper
connection with our Muslim neighbor
when we prayed together after he had
to suddenly perform CPR on someone
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in the community last week. Our prayer
is that these heart-to-heart moments will
grow into something meaningful. Jesus
is Lord—even over this neighborhood.

Last week, we had a wonderful
opportunity to participate in another light
walk. Will you join us in giving thanks?
More than 150 children and adults
walked through the neighborhood,
visiting homes where Christmas scenes
were displayed. Bits of the Christmas
story were shared, and there was time
for snacks and conversation. Mart-Jdan,
Micha, and Amy stood outside our
house with a fire pit, music,
marshmallows, and hot dogs.

On Sundays, Mart-Jan often has the
opportunity to share the Word in other
communities. Next year, we’re planning
adjustments to our schedule to ensure a
good balance between speaking
elsewhere and being present in our own
community in Hilversum. Mart-Jan loves
inspiring and motivating people, helping
them rediscover God’s Word in a way
that connects with the “now” and
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provides practical guidance for this time.
At times, we experience challenges—it
comes with the territory. Will you pray
with us?

FRIENDSHIP

This past November, Talitha traveled to
Cambodia (more on that later) and
visited a friend and colleague in
Malaysia. They’ve been journeying
together for some time, encouraging
one another in their work for the Lord.
Usually, it’s online, but since Talitha was
in Cambodia, they were able to spend a
few days together in person after a short
flight. The gift of friendship is truly a
precious blessing.

And—to tie it back to the theme of this
newsletter—it’s so important to make
time for this. We're trying to walk
alongside different people closer to
home as well. A phone call, a meal, or a
listening ear can make all the difference.
With one of Mart-dan’s friends, it took
some time to reconnect, but we recently
discovered how a simple game of chess
can create a
bond. If anyone
has tips for
improving at
chess, let us
know!

“Practice
what you
preach” —
Living and
sharing
alongside
others
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WRITING PROJECT ON
DISCIPLESHIP

After the summer, Mart-dan started a
new writing project. You might
remember that a few years ago, he
wrote The Diamond of Discipleship. The
book was well-received, and for some
time now, he’s felt a desire to build on it:
What is God doing in people’s lives as
they follow Jesus, and what can | learn
from that? Sharing testimonies that
honor God, inspire reflection, and
encourage us to grow. The project is
now well underway, and Mart-dan has
already collected about 10 stories: 10
engaging PODcasts. The next phase
involves writing and wordcrafting—a
process that is both enjoyable and
intensive.

What'’s particularly exciting about this
project is that it’s a collaboration with
others who also have a passion for
discipleship—a collective effort.
Together, through PODcasts, photos,
music, a website, and more, we aim to
share these 10 stories. | hope this
sparks your curiosity —you’ll hear more
about it later!

Would you pray for this project? Our
hope and desire is to complete and
publish it in the first half of 2025.

ALONGSIDERS

There is so much happening globally.
The movement is growing rapidly —by
300% this past year alone! The stories
we hear about what’s happening give us
countless reasons to be thankful. The
photo at the top of this newsletter is a
great example: a young Cambodian
walking alongside his “younger brother.”
So inspiring! At the same time, this
growth requires adjustments within the
movement. How do you ensure that
everyone feels seen? How do you “lead”
such a fast-growing movement
effectively? How do you manage
finances? How do you ensure growth
isn’t just in numbers but also in depth?
These are just a few of the questions on
the table.

This past November, Talitha traveled to
Cambodia for an annual meeting where
these and other issues were discussed.

It was a very fruitful time. One special
highlight was that Mira, the chair of our
board, was able to join. During a trip like
this, you really get to know each other
better, and for Mira, it was an amazing
opportunity to meet international
leaders. The meetings themselves were
impactful, with meaningful decisions
made. The experiences Talitha and Mira
gained there are now being further
developed here in the Netherlands and
Europe. Culture—even that of a
movement—can only be partially
captured in words. It truly resonates
when you're there to experience it
firsthand, and the same goes for the
Alongsiders culture.

Alongsiders in the Netherlands is
thriving! We're reaching so many
people. For example, the Bible reading
plans we’ve developed, which help
guide people through Scripture and
provide practical tools for walking
alongside others, are being read by
more than 1,200 people weekly. We're
currently running “The 180 in five
locations and, with the help of Angela,
our newest team member, are working
on retreats for young people. The
testimonies we receive are incredibly
encouraging. There’s a lot of movement,
and it fills us with joy and hope.

Maybe as you read this newsletter,
you’re wondering: Are the tools you're
writing about something | could use?
Could The 180 be helpful for me? Or
those reading plans —would they
encourage me? How can we, as a
church, engage with discipleship? These
are great questions! We'd love to help
you explore them. Feel free to reach out
to us!

And now the Christmas holidays are just
around the corner... There’s a good
chance you're reading this while

enjoying some time off. Enjoy it! This is a
beautiful season for remembering. We
pray that during these days, your heart
will be connected to the heart of Jesus
and to the hearts of the people around
you.

On January 1—while you might still be
sleeping in—Mart-dan will be at
Schiphol with a group of young people,
ready for a time of walking together,
learning, serving, and discovering: How
can | follow and live for the Lord Jesus in
my own environment? What the young
man in the Cambodian photo is doing—
how can | do that here? It’s a vision trip.
Will you pray along with us?

For Mart-Jan, it's especially meaningful
to return, to lead this group, share his
experiences, and witness how the Lord
is working. “What a wonder that | may
work with Him...” (Do you know that
song?) He’s also looking forward to
reconnecting with familiar people and
places and experiencing firsthand how
the movement continues to develop.

There’s so much happening. Our prayer
is that amidst all the good and beautiful
things, as well as the challenges, we'll
continue to make time to truly see
others and show mercy. Thank you for
your love, involvement, support, and
prayers! With warm regards,

Mart-Jan & Talitha, Joy, Micha, and Amy

R.S. How wonderful is it when Joy's violin teacher
from Korea suddenly stops by with her husband for
a quick visit?
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