
Talitha just returned from Asia, 
and on January 1st Mart-Jan will 
be at Schiphol with a group of 
young people for a Vision Trip to 
Cambodia. 

We’ve been traveling quite a bit! 
Super fun — and also intense. 
Why do we do it? Because 
meeting each other in person 
makes such an enormous 
difference. 

Talitha traveled in November, together 
with Jante, one of the board members of 
Stichting Alongsiders, to Cambodia for 
the International Leaders Gathering. 

Meeting leaders and board members from 
all over the world, recognising the same 
heart and DNA despite the very different 
contexts we live in, and seeking the 

Lord’s direction together in prayer were 
incredibly precious moments.  
There was also time to connect with 
(local) friends: listening to one another’s 
stories, encouraging each other, and 
praying for one another. 

A lot has happened within the Alongsiders 
movement over the past year. An 
international board was formed, and we 
are grateful for all the things that have 
been worked on—and are still being 
worked on—since our leaders’ gathering 
in 2024.  

There is growth in numbers, but also in 
depth. Joy and sorrow go hand in hand. 
Remarkably, several young people within 
the movement tragically passed away this 
year. 

Our sister Rachel from Malawi is a 
powerful example of courage and 
perseverance to us. 

In March, she suddenly lost her 16-year-
old daughter Rejoice, and shortly after, a 
young leader named Gift, with whom she 
worked closely. She was even accused of 
having sacrificed Rejoice and Gift in order 
to gain more power, causing a group of 
Alongsiders to stop and avoid her out of 
fear. 

Yet, in the midst of her grief and the 
opposition she faces, Rachel continues to 
lead the movement across a large part of 
Africa with boldness and deep trust in the 
Lord.  

During the ILG, she led us in worship, and 
together we sang: “All to Jesus I 
surrender” and “It is well with my soul.” It 
was deeply moving. 

After the ILG, Talitha visited two friends in 
Laos—again, a precious time. We are so 
thankful for these friendships! 
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And on January 1st, Mart-Jan will be at 
Schiphol with a group of young people. 
Sixteen days on the road together: 
gaining vision, hosting a camp at 
Shalom Valley, learning, serving, and 
discovering. 

Constantly asking the question: “Lord, 
what do You want to teach me?” 
Returning home transformed, ready to 
live out—here in the Netherlands—the 
lessons the Lord gives along the way. 

This is our third Vision Trip, and every 
journey so far has been life-changing. 
We are truly excited to see what the 
Lord will do this time. Will you pray with 
us? 

What strikes us is that Jesus Himself 
was often on the road. He traveled. He 
walked with people. He made time and 
space to be truly present. He shared His 
life. 

In our travels, that is our desire as well: 
to be like Jesus. Jesus who made time 
for people and simply walked alongside 
them — that is how we want to be. 
Jesus who listened and spoke words of 
life — that is what we long to do. 

Our travels sometimes take us to 
Cambodia, but far more often 
discipleship happens right here, close to 
home in the Netherlands. In a 
conversation after church, on the way to 
school or work, or when you choose to 
truly stand beside someone. That is 
where discipleship happens. That is 
where you become an Alongsider. 

Being an Alongsider is not reserved for a 
select few — it is the way of Jesus. The 
way of the Rabbi who still says every 
day: “Come, follow Me.” Learn from Me, 
walk with Me. 

Are you on the road with Him? And who 
are you taking with you? 

ALONGSIDERS IN THE 
NETHERLANDS 

A lot has been happening at Alongsiders 
Netherlands recently. 

Three new Compass Retreats for young 
adults are planned, and we are excited 
about the new location we found for 
them! 

After the summer, we said goodbye to 
Jonathan, who is entering a new 
season. We are grateful for the time we 
walked together and were able to send 
him off with our blessing. 

At the same time, a significant amount 
of work came back onto our shoulders, 
which was quite intensive for a while. 

The  



People are enthusiastic — we’re 
honestly proud of what has been built 
and incredibly thankful for all the input 
from the young people (and leaders) 
who participated in the pilot! Soon the 
materials will be available in English too. 

And last but not least, we are very 
thankful for Chris van Heyst, who has 
joined our team and is working on Social 
Media! You may have already seen 
some of his work passing by. ;) 

A BOOK AND D-PODCAST 

Over the past period, Mart-Jan has 
been working intensively on writing a 
new book. 

Well… “book.” In reality, it consists of 13 
podcasts, accompanied by a series of 
award-winning photographs, along with 
reflections and music. A composed 
piece of art. Beautiful! 

It all began with his desire to hear stories 
from people who follow Jesus. Real 

testimonies—raw and honest stories in 
which you can see Jesus at work. 
Stories where His light breaks through. It 
was a privilege to listen to these stories. 

And stories like these ask to be 
processed. To be sat with. To be 
reflected on. That’s how the idea for the 
book was born. A musician friend 
composed original music for the 
podcasts, and another friend 
contributed the stunning and inspiring 
photographs. 

The cover photo of this newsletter 
contains some of those images. Photos 
with a story—and yes, you guessed it: 
those stories are included in the book. 

Words can’t quite capture what 
happens when image, music, story, and 
faith come together. You have to see it, 
hear it, and experience it. Only then do 
you grasp something of its beauty. 

The good news is: you can already 
begin! You can listen to the podcasts 
here. At this moment they’re only 
available in Dutch. 

Curious about the photos? You can find 
them here, together with the written 
versions of the podcasts. 

When the book is released, we’ll let you 
know. Our prayer is that it will be a 
blessing to many—that the stories of 
people who follow Jesus will inspire 
many others to walk that same path. 

FAMILY UPDATE 

Things are going well in our family—
school, lots of music, and sports keep 
us busy. 

But there is one very special moment 
we don’t want to keep from you. Amy 
had wanted to be baptized for a long 
time, and in October it finally happened.  
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Together with another young person 
from our home church, she was 
baptized. Family and friends were there, 
and together we celebrated God’s 
goodness. The little church we meet in 
was packed—just enough room for 
everyone. Wonderful! Heavenly. 

Amy shared how someone once gave 
her Psalm 27:4–5, and how these 
verses continue to be an important 
reminder for her: 

“One thing I ask from the Lord, this only 
do I seek: that I may dwell in the house 
of the Lord all the days of my life, to 
gaze on the beauty of the Lord and to 
seek Him in His temple. 

For in the day of trouble He will keep me 
safe in His dwelling; He will hide me in 
the shelter of His sacred tent and set me 
high upon a rock.” 

The gratitude that remains is not just 
about that beautiful celebration, but 
especially about the choice Amy made: 
“I want to follow Jesus.” Her baptism is 
a milestone she can look back on in 
difficult moments. Jesus was there, He 
is there, and He always will be there. 

PRAYER SUPPORT 

We are so grateful for a group of faithful 
intercessors surrounding us! 

Would you like to receive a weekly 
prayer update from us via WhatsApp? 
Just send us an email, and we’ll add 
you to the prayer group. 

Here are some concrete points you can 
take with you in prayer: 

1. Give thanks and pray for everyone 
involved in the Alongsiders 
movement as we continue, in 
different places around the world 
and in different roles, to build a 
movement of discipleship together. 

2. Give thanks and pray for creativity, 
wisdom, and boldness so that each 
of us can (continue to) shape this 
movement in our own context in 
ways that support the local church 
and encourage local ownership. 

3. Pray that as the movement grows, it 
will not come at the cost of the 
depth of relationships that have 
been formed and are still being 
built.

4. During the ILG, the verse Jeremiah 
43:19 kept coming back to us: 
“Behold, I am doing a new thing; 
now it springs forth, do you not 
perceive it? I will make a way in the 
wilderness and rivers in the desert.” 
 
Pray that ‘I AM’ will always remain 
the starting point and source in 

everything we do, and that our 
hearts and eyes will be open to 
move with Him. “Behold, I AM doing 
a new thing” will be our theme for 
2026. 

5. During the ILG we also spoke about 
the importance of a rhythm of prayer 
for and within the movement. More 
on this soon.

6. Give thanks and pray for our family. 
We are grateful for each other! 
Amy has been struggling with a lot of 
headaches lately, causing her to stay 
home from school for several weeks. 
We are still looking for the cause. 
Pray with us for full healing and 
restoration. 

SAFE IN GOD’

We’re nearing the end of 2025. So 
much has happened! Thank you for your 
involvement with Alongsiders and with 
our family. It truly means a lot to us. 
What the future holds is in God’s hands 
— and that gives peace. Let’s all, 
wherever we are, stay close to Jesus. 
We wish you His Shalom! 

In Christ, 
Mart-Jan & Talitha 
Joy, Micha and Amy

Practical information 
Our address in The Netherlands 

Mart-Jan en Talitha van der Maas 
Jadeplantsoen 29 
1339 EK Almere 
The Netherlands 

@: amvdmaas@me.com 
T:  (+31) 6 4840 5262 
W: www.2followus.com 

 

Financial support

Alongsiders Alongsiders does not 
provide our income. We depend on 
donations to make our work possible. 
If you would like to support us, we 
would be very grateful. You can 
transfer a contribution to the following 
account number: 

Foundation: Nehemia (ANBI) 
Please note: Project Alongsiders 
Europe 

IBAN:	 NL66 SNSB 0931 7011 39 
BIC:	 SNSBNL2A
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